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Engineers’ Arms Nelson Lancashire Ghost of the old Landlord Robert Adams, 


Robert Adams had been the landlord of Engineers' Arms for over two decades. It was a well- 
known pub in Nelson, Lancashire, frequented by engineers and laborers who worked in the 
nearby factories. Robert was a kind and generous man, always ready with a smile and a pint of 
ale. He loved his pub and his customers, and they loved him back. 

However, in April 1905, tragedy struck. Robert Adams fell ill and passed away suddenly, 
leaving behind his wife and two children. His death was a shock to everyone who knew him, 
and his absence was felt keenly in the pub he had run for so many years. 

But it wasn't long before strange things began to happen in Engineers' Arms. Customers 
reported seeing Robert's ghostly figure behind the bar, pouring pints of ale and chatting with 
patrons. The new landlord, John Thompson, was skeptical at first, but when he saw the ghostly 
apparition for himself, he knew something strange was happening. 

One evening, John decided to investigate. He made his way to the bar and peered through the 
window, expecting to see nothing but empty glasses and bottles. But to his amazement, there 
was Robert Adams, pouring pints of ale just as he had done in life. 

John burst through the door, determined to confront the ghostly figure. But as he entered the pub, 
Robert's apparition vanished, leaving John standing alone in the empty bar. 

However, the strange occurrences did not stop there. In the weeks that followed, customers 
reported hearing strange noises coming from upstairs, where Robert's living quarters had been. 
The sounds were like nothing anyone had ever heard before, and some even said they could hear 
Robert's voice, calling out from beyond the grave. 

Despite the eerie events, Engineers' Arms remained a popular spot for locals, who had grown 
used to the ghostly presence of Robert Adams. But eventually, the pub closed down, and the 
building was demolished in 1984 to make way for a new road. Today, nothing remains of the 
pub except for memories and stories of the haunting manifestation of Robert Adams. 


By Donald Jay 


